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THE RSTOUNTING DECLINE

by aladl HIRSUIY

A8 a readsr of »STOULDING SCLlaWCs FICTIC: who's always bteen
more than emtnusiastic ovir John ... Canovell'c magacine, and what
it means to seience fiction, it is uith rexgrst thet 1 note the
continuance of 8 stealGy deterioratioa woich begen approximately
four y=2rs ago.

I vegan reading the aagezine with ths first issve, and heve
nevar missed in'issue. I awaitzd each issue avidly -- once upon
a time, Liow, 1 would Juct es soon rexd any ovher magazine ol its
t7pe. Ir fact, I 3a Tirding a markz=dé nreference for recent iszues

-/

of STLRTLING, THRITLLING «Oluzl and SUPIR=-5CIALCH,

I hzve diseussed this deterioration with other ans in thae
Los ~ngeles arca, anfé genarally speaiing, thsir feelings on the
subject appzar Ic azree pretty ell uivh wine.

inzt is vrong?

In recent moniths I have tried to figure oul T hat the trouble
is. The results of my prohinz follou:

science fietion tale is ssill

I wor¥zd on the pram a
cams fundamental regquirenenvs of

i HIA
only 3 suvory, and nossessss bie
an; s5toxy.

inas are tne reguircuznts of zay ctory?

wclly I would renk thes prine reouiremcat 2s cmoltional anpeal.
This rogulrensnt is closeliy tizd up with he so-callzd “eonflicts™
imien arg necesssry 1o construct & sound story,. 1he threz Iypss
o 2pc: confliet &¥rg —- Men against @Tn, wmen azainst himssglf, and
man &soinst his z2nvircmaznt. In the cdays of LIECULLDING'S gzlory,
Blic najor conflicis owisps 0 fhr-firdt two-typss, But zine: tane
3omb, mess of thc storice neve svrned to the third Tyoc -- pan a-
goainst his enviromaent., 1In the opinicn of many pro uritars, this
ig 402 most ¢irfficult tynz of asbory +Ho handle, and ths mosi un-
symwathetic if notv handl:c¢ u2ll,

Tnat brings us %o 3hc sccond taine urong uith ASTOUHLING, &
%yrlecal ling-vp of writ:irs in tnz carly 1940's misht road es fol-
10'.1'3 i

an Vogt, Acinlein, padgett, Dzl Aay, Sturgeon, Corimill,

S CaSWNETN Tt 51 an, hehb, e
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fro0d saory'valuc -~ ‘invirizbly. - Treir eharceisrs srg good, Their
cetion 13 1.8l) constructed. &4 they nove somcthing to czy. <11
of trmm think oi the story first, end sciznce fietlon:last, s11
of tiizmy stiek pretty cleosely to tha first tic tynss of conrlict;
MsJ1 Varsus Mani and men vorcsus nimeal’,

In reesnt ye.re tha linoeup of writers has cherged, alas,for .
the worse. Tne .01d; Tiglzes jar: =vild pressnt, . put trzin stories
are not as frecucat, 2 horée ol new v.liors hevae appearcd, nmore
or lasa hzsinning with George 0. oSnith, who 27¢ not story crails-
nmen. T ganzral run of them appear to have food tochnieal back-
crounds. &nd neothing alsc, Tacir steriss lack hunen intsxr g4,
ang Tall flat, Lacking gither the eolossal inagination of e ota-~
plzdon (whe doss noi knor hou to wirides a story but hac a great
seicntifie oac“{rouwa] or tvh: coloesal writing abi]ity of & Fed-
gzt  (vho fomis thae othzr cxtrome of not smuen scicntifio vael.-
ground) thoy are & groun of madioeritics whc lower tii2 £3enGards
of th: magaszine dessite the fact thet their seciznuific ovaclzrouvnd
is nrobably bett:r then any previous group of sei:ntifiction url-
1950,

Thumbine Shrouszh a cowy of ~STCULwILG rpore thsn Tour y2ars
0ld, uvhon shunbing unrou-ﬁ on: that is newish, brings sgvorsl in-
tor stln diff.rinans o light, Ths covsirs have boccas esthitic
rash.r zn lurid, Thoe intollsciusl and ertlstic aoproacn hag ov-
"“--1U1nv’ tar Taesiont tvpe of covar of yestorysar. Li oic nighe
¥ c:oauubl; wRatiacr this chanza is ocd or beaa,. Ly oainion is
st 15 de tud bocauze it Mermulates & voind of wieiihicb car-
T iws ohrou:z vae whols magazinz.,

Tas maz has bfcom snell:r in sizz, and s3:ll.r in cont2nvs.
Thirc arc i.wsr storics, Thor: are 1ore <rticlee, 'no i Guhe scl
rticle Les chang:d. Tha dinosaur hag besn replactd by the olee-
trcnic calculaior, Tigurativel:r cpsa’iing, I och:r ".ords, ones
s&in hunan intorzst has hsun replzesd Hy scil:puific anvroaci.

Ferzonally, wy rooction to uhiis is irritetion. 1 don't ouy
tao mas o weed Ghs hrtlc g8, ' Thars sre sny nomnds:z: of otisr nli-
cass 1. aon ruzd <rtielse. of thaw 10k, Indaddliiiongs we noxhive the
coy, pscudo~article, cuen 28 Taiotimdiline, This =& aausing the
finst coupls of times, but vs it tegins o sppear BWOTY)LreoLinGly
1t Rosos'iits, sopesl.iOnes) sgzbdn e bumen intsnes thisnleuiing.

All in 213, I vould aay thst otas fundamonial’ trouoels uita to-
day's ASTOUNDING is thri 1% hss bucom: toc hinsh elsss, Camphell,
in his urg: for tscanclogy,,aws forpoueten tho 2iovioas and alkeuw-
ddiasfloek of driters:, 1o srsal lnte his 2 (wio WWav® nouvrhinz'io
rocommand than eXecpt 2 Littl: voezdulzry on oiic scimntific cide.

EInleonbrast,, ) Lhe Woysubhr, | 19400 SBTSURLING LoD® 20 unt opaEc
dnr'g., Aec® I this is) ol 1420 I55us " -~ ignd wo 28T E SsunGathat 1%
6, e ines Vs as raore orid s s pul, Sy tae s s el p-4 Shenwhy An jlicas
Feats newes inllizlten uzRinostdos-tas T otnen JiTsi: i Dast ey
yoarz? I'ron the 1ooldl gf Gty (Chnpesl) Mis fsuidl Iswarg ool S cons
aLvitutcs o ghcé ravirczine. Frow tho leooks ci” tuo dozan issucs in
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the past four years, Campbell no longer lmows hew to put out a
good magazine.

Is tha deterioration in L3TCUITUING caipbellts fault? 1s it

the fault of the matsrial he receives? Can ve assune tihat ihe

output of the first cleas writers 1s insufficient to fill up the
fag?

I believa tiat the answer to all of tihese questions could be
a vlanliet nazative, with e2rtaln stipvletions ecess

The etipulacions entzr 4in ensuering the quesiion of whether
the deterioraiion which hes occurrad is Campbelli's faulx. I be-
lieve that the fault mey oz partly that of ulie editor, cut has
cor:e z2hout wainly beceusc or csriain extrancovs Tactors having to
do wiehr magazine policy whieh, of necsessitby, hav: influcncad edi-
torial poliey., It is boeause of ecervein magczinz pollicics, 1 be-
lieve, that top cuthors a2re not avpsaring e&s ofuon, anG bccavse
Caipb2llts statlz of stvorisz has busn thinngd, ha hes been foreed
to turn %o n:vw authors 7ho hkavs not surnsd ouv to be as compatent
stcry tellzrs as ths old school. This doss not excusa the norren-
dous artvieles, which Camnbell claims appear through pepular de-
mend, nor tha sizas of the mazazins, Thers is aluays some talk go-
inry on ebout paner sllowvances in rispset to tiils g:ortcoming, but
personally, I cannot undsrstand ho othar mags can g% around it
vhen ASTOUNDING can't, 1t also doeos not explain the goneral tona
of tiiz negazine wiich, o mg, ewppiers bo have becoue distinctly
#lioll zr ‘Than toou',

But within the linits of gerncral stoyy :@aknessss, I think
thet Camptsll ean he &t least nertly exocused, The facts nresented
iy the nzx% couple of paragrahis cane Iroit preity rsiiabls scur-
cza, 1 &8z ressonably czrtain viat they are corrcct:

ASTCULDING pays a uarimum rate of 2 cents a word, even to
their con writera. There way he alecuple 'of rare xXespiione to
this, but not more ithan a2 counle, This ‘was.ing "befers 2ost.of
livin: indicgs begen to Sursi snd sciencce fietion uas stilli aa
unimporstant faczt of thc putiishing Tield, Today, sore tnan ong
o th= sciznez fietion mege arz 1illing te pay betisr ratcs  to
top autiiors,

Then ASTOUNDLNC publishcss o story they tiz un just ebout cll
the differunt kinds of copyrighis atsschsd o & =tery. Other mogs
in the fizld %oday are illing to »urchasc on a bagis of first N
A sorial rignts only, in zdditlon bo paying a highar rats than
ASTOULLING, CObviously, an autior has to cat to live just az well
ag  any cther type of mortal, 'In thasc days of snthologises, ra-
arint mezazinzs and scicnce fiction trenslations inte iizny other
lenguaess, authors are a bit unkcopy cbtout tying uvw 211 of their
risats wlth ony inegazinc,

I undcrstand that many bock publishers  will not touch any
collaetion  orisinating frem aSTCUEDING vith the proverbial tan-
foot nolz bcesuse they Go not wisin to get invelvzé wiith the gricl
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that Strezet & Smith may zive then., when they »ublish a collee~-
tion, tley oftcn dcpend on a foreign lansuage trznsletion for a
good part of their profits, and S, & S. have a habit%t of refusing
rights to forcigh language translations,

So there is 2 grecat deal more to the ASTCUNDING declinc than
copears on the suriace. In addaition to being involved +ith odi-
torial poliey, it is also decovly involved ith gensral magazine
policy.

And unloess this state of affairs chznges, I hava a huneh the
declinz niey b2comzc 2 landslidce.

HON R X 3 3 % a0 3 TROa% ROBE  3O% Wom oM M OM L O %O % % % O F ¥ kK K
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by Henry Zichnsr
]

0T things vwe mortals must perform tharz really iz bui ons
I hope ana trust the doing ol nay v»rove Lo Lo nuch fun;
'Tiz utterzd oft, and truly so, wug Tinitoe crcoatures must,
Since out of dirt ue have bsen mede, return v it 2s dust,

The body, trug, may turn %o dust == yhat metier if it do --
The sgo, soul, ¢x %rhat will you® bigins & 1ifs anei;

It mattsrs not, it in this sphera, we live & 1life subline

Or live it rotion to th: core -- %we go, whin cones our tiuz.

-~

It 18 my hope that hen I 20 to join thoze laid zt rast

I ray b: wan cnouch to lsugih and hold thot Deatht's a Jzs%;

For after all, thore's nons come vielh to tell ue of that clinc

#hich, %anough-wa.hold in hona or fTaar, (we ekl gauad regeh in
tine.

sncnt thls “Groat Adventurz®, it is my onlan o go

Jdith laush on lips, and zont in hzart -- niethinks 'tis
bztter o,

dritten hzrc is my o3lict -- th2 proof we nust await

il onz ho's 1: 7t this val: of teoars returns from past
th: gmots.



WRITTSH WITH DUE RaSSFECT,
AID APOLOGIZS I ADVAKCE,
TC Y0U FHO NG ~~-

this articlzs ise subnitt=d

by holens mzars

DID YOU KMOJ THAT? weeee

gwg3 atscr
ntEl o

Clotih it mode non-inflamraahle by /ashineg it
after neving rubbed it with alum Db:etza us
an 235.  {(Preeinitcus or saturasts, hrsouem?)

b bt

|-.I
pou e
c-

o s |
G
[

To B¢ 2bls to handla red=hov iron, ud your acnds with red
erseinic end zlum nixad in Sic juiece of laeic end lourel gui.
(Yuli, yuiz, Arssanic, by cum)

Scorpions an¢ snaclkes ecan ve ériven out of vour kousz oy the
surning of the iurg of a donlicy in it., (I should hope sol)

To prevent rots  from coming into wour houss, bvuria hi hoof
of a horas. . {®herz? is this zlso cifzesive for th: tuo-lag-
&:8 =ptelas?) ;

To cure a drunkaré, make hin Griank widne; in which an celiaas
bagn Cromncd, (Yjot ‘onpens to the 2¢l? On scecond thought,
0% 'oppans to ths druni?)

CookeG in zoos2 fat, earthuorms cure sarach:is, Drunl in wing
they dissolves calculus. (Zlo acnt,*u or cdvance
To zvoid grtiing drunl:, k2 bslfore your rzal = shoonful cf
olivs o0il, mixecd, if pocsivle, with tuo spoonfuls »I bLetony
S Iy (F-f-JUL-lO.) {(Fiovlan s TEln A3 ) o gns 4ot |jto
drinl: intozicints?))

& infusion of parslisy is icod for

woren  1f tneir psrioas
arzirevssnlors. (@ thousght Lt rmsh grerts

a'liad)

The ash of @lny meploy ivy, or:direh, . is an agiringend.. Gal-
llarus alseo ue2d it o stop no:zz nleeding, {The hrsvo, hoble
scully

The size of sprs is inercased ny Lixing dilutcd red cholicin
i1 hents food. (Countzy fcrn,rs pl:ass rots) ({also, you
ecn A0 4% by raisine osteiehcz inat2zd of hans.))

For scliavica usc cc.l dung cael:zd unézr eindares in vine or in
cabooga. laaves,” (sat ‘who' wznts seiaticat)

-7 =



Hot cow dung also cures the sting of tees, hornets, vasps,
ete. (Useful stuff, wot?)

For boils and carbuncles, sneep dung dilutied in vinegar and
made into a noultice is a surs cure. (I eret hzar youl!

Dried periwinkle, poundered and mixed nith powidered earthvorm
induces love. & pinch dropped into food is sufficient to ex-
cite him who swalla.s it., (tii1)

AND FURTH3R:.ORE, DID YOU KWOU TiaT? eeees

Lustral water, a powerful philter, 1is obtained as follows:
In a fountein of .ihite marble, storm .ater is collzctad, and
at the end of five years, i:illed in this are thirteen doves,
a virgin trout, a sheop, a bull, a black cat and a white dog.
1t is then put into erystal flagons, and subsequently used
Tor aspersions accompanicd by incantations. (How's that a-
gain, Charlie?)

In order to know whethar they will get married, girls throu
one oi their shoess fron the foot do.m the stairs, If their
shoe falls toe upirard, there is no marriage; if the heel is
upwvards, then a marriage will take place aftsr as many days,
nonths or years as the shos fzll in steps, (Hmaw, is this a
slur?) ({Caution: Taka your foot out of thz shoe hafore you
throw i% doun stairs,))

Slipping, if on fruit, means flirtation; on the lawn, feint-
ing in the open air; 1in the water, love ané tzars; on par=-
quat floor. fainting in an snelosczd space, (Moral: Twatch
your step})

bk garter, if lost, indicates a proposal, coming soon to the
ouner; 1if coming undone, beucre! (Truar words 1L.Orc DEVETr...)

A dondelion in seed, whsn bloun upon, tells you that you are
loved passionately, 11 ell the sceds fly off at onece; if a
fewr seeds remain, there may be some unfaithfulnsss; if aany
remain, indiffsrence is found. (Cadl) .

As a protection against toothache, say “Struggole faiusque
lecutats, te dsoutinem dolorum persona®, (Huh???)

Teasel, dipped into mandragora juice, brings puppies to a
bitch, (So, my Biology tcacher uas wrong.)

To becounz irresistible, states Schueeble, it is at vottom
sufficicnt to rub yourself with verbena. (arzn't you geiting
a bit too personal, Bub?)

This same uriter goes on: A mixture econsisting of 20 gremmes
of essence of clovs, 10 grammes of essence of giranium, and
200 graumes of alcohol at 90 degrees, desh your hands and
arnms thoroughly so as to open the pores, then rub yourself

=0 =



with the mizsure,. 1t acts he assures us, on the genatic
1

senses, (Goshio./boyoboy!!

]

Tiiese, and many more intaresting and informstive (Coodyl) i-
dees and facts are yours for the browding. These particular tid-
bits of the unusual were garnered here ané there in the pursuit
of a racently published (1945) encyclopedia, "The Couplete Boolk
of th? Oceult and Fortune-Telling” (Tudor Publishing Co., of Nsy
N ork.

For that forth-couing rainy, deamp day, why don't YOU look in
to the fascinating, compelling, thrillinz, end informative ideas
(??%2) which are presentsd (in print, too) solely for your benefit
eee (£lso for the ben:slit of publishers, printsrs, uriter, sd in-
finitun?) Well, why don't you?

L I A T TR T T AR USSR LT CHEP CHE S SO TR SR I Y B TRV O

It scems as how
a lot of corrospondents
do not yat known
that the
LOS ANGELES SCILNCE~FeNTASY 30CIZTY
-has moved their

Club Room

i are no longer at

the Bixel Stract address,
but ar: now
located at

1305 W. Ingraham Streot

Los angeles 13,
California,
HO. ABOUT LLTTZRS OF COLIENT?
-0 -



by CLaRT GINGEZR HaRRIS

Some tienty years or more ago

For science fiction I did yaarn,
3ut all that iras available

tfas H.G. Woells and Jules Vzrne.

I searched for the fantastic yarn
On many a stall and library shalf,
And, baing unsuccessful thsre,
I wrots some scisnce yarns mysalf.

There was onz of far-off Vanus
And ths insczet life up tharg;
Again a babc on keptune,
and one of alien spain,

There sias en artificial man,
A lMenace from distant Mars,
A csrtain diabolic drug,
4nd ergatures from othzr stars.

I then chose evolution,
And one of anciecnt Romg;

Yo matter vhat I 1rote about
'Twas aluays far from honmg.

I cared not for tug Prsszant,
And that, in faet, is hov

Y titled ry short storizs =--
‘Avvay From thes Hsare and Nouwil



MISTRIESS OF FANUTASY h

by Louise Liepiar

I have no intention of taking eny glory froia the numerocus
brochures on the "Masters of Fantasy® that have apneared in sojue
of our favorite magazines, but in my opinion they should move over
and 1st a big-eyed, tiny person have a little room.

On December of 1942, Astounding printzd “The Flight That
Failed®, by &, ldayne Hull, From that day on, her niche has beeén
viidening.

True, it has been some time since we have had the privilege
of reading anything by her, but what she has given usa, leaves a
pleasant lingering taste. P

In her story "The Ultimgts Vish"', the natur2 of said wish
troubloed her for same time. ylhether there vias any connection or
not, I can't say, but it was whilc she was working the floor over
with a broom that tha idea came to hzr, Aftzar all, Decath vias the
only answer that would scervc vhen anyonc like Lola was conecrncd,

Thosa who only know iiayne through her writings, can have no
idea of her swectness. To hear her talk, and in her aciions, one
would nzver drcam of her being able to write such a thing as "The
Paticnt#, But the twinkl: in her eyo showis how she could conceive
?f a demon being haunted as ths charactzsr vwas in “The Uishes We
Maka*®, :

But here in Los angeles she is knovwin not only as a uriter of
Fantasy but as onec of the most charming of hcstessss. 48 a checso
and crackcr addict, 1 havc found ny match in hcr., Truc, at timcs
vhen viec arc luoly enough to get it, +th: checesc almost has a mind
of its ovn and is quite 0ld znough to sprout logs end walk, but
by main forcc tic hold it down ond force it to lic quigsecont on
its preparcd wvheatan bed., And the teapot is the most overwvorked
pioce of furniture in the place. I think Maync has madc tea dink-
ers out of morc coffeo hounds than you could imaginc, aAbout nine-
tinirty the kettlo goss on and the gang collcets around the table,
dhat the mortality is on ths food, I can't tecll you, but if any
onc can oat more than z bunch of hungry fen (coms to think of it,
they don't HAVZ to be hungrv) 1 for onz don't know who they are.

I've gona rathzr far aficld on my subjsecis, so0 1'11 get beck
to it.

Zvery STF rgadcer rancmbsrs tha artur Blord atoriss.
From March '43, wbhen 9“The Contract" sai tho light of day in

fistounding, we havo lived ths adventures of that interstellar
finencizr., Nzxt, camec “abdication' in April '43. iCompctition"
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Juns 143 only vhettad our appclites for “The Debt®, which was pub:
lishecd in Deeember of that some year,

The seriss was broken et that point by “The Ting:d man®, then
in Januery '45 vc meot the arch villzin in “Enter the Professor”.
“Bankruptey Proceeedings® in asugust '46, brought tho series to a
sudden c¢loso. However, hopc is in sight, There is o long novel-
atte spinning around in hor typewriter someplacc, that will prob-
ably, on publication, bring on howils for morc.

Canedian-born Mayne will soon rcezive haer finel papers which

make her a ecitizan of the U. S, and we ocould uss morc 1liks her=-
not only cs a porson, but 28 z “Mistrossg of Fantasy".

MeoONCO MR WM A M OB Mmoo 3ok ER oD omE os: 32 K i N ohEox¢ Ok

0N CORSTAIRS — SAACE DETECIINE

Book Review by

Dorothac i Faulkner

This book, by Fronk Belknap Long, is n series of short “who-
dunits", donc in the stylz af #Jack Armstrong, tho wll-.mericon
Boy®, with intcr-planetary trimmings. 48 in cll proper detective
storizs, the hero has thet absolutecly indispensible adjunct with-
out whieh no private eye con oporatec., Nick Charlcs hss his Nora,
Sz Spadc his Zffie, cnd John Carstairs, naturally, has his Vera
Dorn. Love,is always on the verge of blossoming, sex aluays about
to present its laeering visags but tha end of ecach story finds the
roncntiec status quo unchzngsd. One vonders how long this can go
on. .

The book!s main claim to originality is that in each case
the villain is some weird form of extra-torrestrial plant 1life,
Here is still another confliet,- whieh Forry did not mention 1last
week -- nian against vegetable, (among us, this is principally ex-
emplified by the sight of young children repulsing their spinach).
But the author has riade this themé a botanist's nighimare of mal-
ignant plants that fight right back.

There is no attempt at characicrization, and no underlying
philosophical implications ere to ba found, Tha style is rather
choppy, due to short sentzneces, and short paragraphs, and the di-
alogua, frankly, is strictly from corn,

But on the whole thzre 1s a freshnsss and originality in ths
author's dz2velopment of the storizs which does nueh to redeem the
gomewhat juvenils style. The opveal was mads mainly to the ado-
lescent rezader and 1 imagine such would find it vastly entsrtein-
ing. (As a mattcr of fact, I cnjoyed it myself),
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A Raviev by

Earloc Princeton

Back in the days: of ‘the old ASTOUNDING, whoen scienee fioction
hewed to the mechanistic super-atomic line, an intergalactic bat-
tle dispoaed of millions {at legast) of spacasoraft without the use
of the econo-socio-psychblogical subtletics cmployed by tha deca-
dent, effzte, and-self-conscious authors of today. Len were menl

If the Bero of tfie story couldn't think up a new invontion
in three or four manuseript peges, the author was paid 6ff . in in-
ter-galaotio rcjecotion: slips, You viete either capable of dascribe

ing the procosses of turbo eneabulators or you tieren't. That vas
that,

Some of us smile at'thosc storigs noii. Our stories have more
significance today, fhe writing is better. 3toriss are elaver,
have the human touch to them, When today's readsr puts doom a
story, he thinks a little, and, for all'l knoi, he is prabably
better off for it.

Generally speeking, today's' stories have more appeal for this
reviever than the opi of the early and mid~nineteen thirties, but
those tales had a certain intangible element in them whioh seenms
to be lacking in todayt's fiction, Vere it nscessary to sum up
that quality in a single word it viould be -- gusto,

A good case in point is “"The Incredible Planet", by John W.
Campbell, Jr., a previously unpublished novel which i8 noi; offer-
ed to us by Fantasy Press, Neatly printad and uell designed, it
retails for three dollars, and is tell worth it,

- A sequel to Nr, Campbell's "The Nightiest Machine®, 1t do-
tails the trials and tribulations of Mr. aarn Munro (physiesl and
intellectual supcrman) and company, With the exception of aome
fascinating interludes, of zhich more latar, the book is a suc~
cession of battles <ith all sorts of people, and ith all sorts
of ieapons., Honestly, it is just one damn thing after anothsr.

Let us put our criticism of the book in this onec paragraph,
and go on to encomiums later., ALl plot is centered as to vhethsr
our heroes /ill :,in their current cngagement. ¥ou knoi: damn uell
thay +ill, or at least rotire scathed but recrudescent. The des-
oription of the gzstation of ncu thooriczs is prolix and incompre-
hensible to the lay mind, if, indeced, it may not bo ludicrous to
adepts in the physical sciences. Character delineation, with sev-
cral motable exogcptions, is atrocious, Tiorst of all, too much is
packed into too little spaces Mr. Campbell has three books, and
the sugg:estion of a fourth, cremmed into onas tome. But ... damn
it, it is o groat book.
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iihy? For onz thing, because of several wendzrful passages
in the oook. The dsscripiion,of the world that is older than our
galaxy moved us desaevnly, The story of Chiron, the Coentaur, wvas a
great bitc of lmsagery. And the cdesceription of that strange place
vihere gravity warpa2d space, anc affected men's minda, Tas.es neeat
a bit of enplving modern scientific concepts to atmosphcrie zit-
ing as 1've read in sciznce :ficton,

Furvher, this book is unmistakeabBly scisnce fiection. Evan
though, as mentionzd, much of thc wriging is ovzrdonsz, the sheer
intensity of the author's attempts 1o usa present day scientific
theory in fictional construction of the invsentions, machinss, and
weanons of tomorro.; communicates itself to &the resdcr, somehow,
it could, someday, b2 possible.

This book is on3 with the Doc Smith super-sazas. It is just
as ‘dat:d”® as are the sSkylaric storics, It could not have baon
uritten tienty y<ars previous, and it could not be written now,
That is is printsd at all today, tzstifies +to th: drawning poier
o that typs of fiction, For, surely, such a story could not be
publishzidé in magazinz form today. It would be cut, editcd, have
to be reuritien in perts, heve to have sex introduoced.

By all meens buy 1t., For somewhere in the¢ book is something
you will 1like. If it is slam-bang scicnee fiction, you'll find
it. If it is mood, in thé Don A, Stuert style, vyou'll find it,
If it is som2 of that wondcrful stuff that ¥cu rencmber usced to
be print:zd but isn't any more, you'll find thet.

But don't lookx for the supsr-smooth, strcamlined pulp and
seni-slichk stuff of today. Jonn ¥, Campdbell, onc of thz titans
of the decp-space epics writers of his day, chang:d all that 4n
1938,

Will those storics ever reapp.ar in the slicked-up forn: of
todey? Will we agalin have the herd-hitting intsrplanctary yorns,
full of h:avy psczudo-scicnce, pointing out just how the lawe of
the univcrsa opirate %o give us  ths new whambo-type clzetronies
dis-gun? 1t is to be Goubicd..,. Darn itt

dny? Becoauszs thai poriod of sci:znea fiction in whieh this
sort of stuff eppcered wes writion by a gen:ration of writars
vhose intwiuction to sciunee (both reeding ard writing) oceurred
shortly =ftar they had bien infTluanced by thz spat: of cxeiting
newis ~bout trcmendous discoverics and cxhilarating theories ns to
tiie nature of time and space. That news i:as reflzcted 1in vhat
shzy wrota,

To our Lnovledge, no nev and basic discovaery in physies has
occurred in thz past ten years, The fact of the atomic bomb was
11erely en application of pravious seience. It had bzen anticipa-
wgh by 8tf, and ths plethora ol storizs which followied in 1its ake
finally rcsulted in a ozase fire order by pro editors.

Keuer discoveriss, so far, 1iz2 in the...((Cont'd on Page 22)
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HOW DUD 1T HAPPEN TO YOU?

by FRZIDDIE HuRSHEY

Come on, now, 'fess up, How DID it happen to you? How did
YOU bacome a fan? And whan did you REALIZZ that you were hopa~
lessly enmeshed in the thrall of fandom? and Wwhy?

Tthat happy(?) combination of genes; what traumatic shocks of
your extreme youth; what accidental choice of a prozinae, whan you
first started recading at night under ths covers; what chance of a
choice of comrad:s in school; what story; author; or first atten-
dance at a fan club nesting startzd you on the merry maalstrom?

Perhapa you were just born lucky! Your father was an elec-
trician, and one of the first to make a crystel radio set and you
became gadgst-happy at an early ags. Or did your dear Liother sing
you to a drzamful sleep wiih songs of the Little Folk? A nuaber

of th2 younger fen are szccecond genzration fen, Are YQU?

Or ware you the sad, lonely, misanthropic youngster who was
naver good at gamss in school, and sought your vicarious thrills
in the carly pages of Amazinz Stories? Don't be ashamed if you
viere, A large majority of fans owe their first allegiance to thaz
"good 0ld days" of stf and {f as portrayed &n that venerablz mag.
Could you silgntly sneer at the childish anties eof your school-
fecllows as they ran aeftzr & football, or high dived into the lo-
cal svimming holz, while you clutehed to your spotless vosom theo
daring adventurces in spac:z of your latest galactic hera? Hov a-
bovz it all you were, Still are, aren't you?

Or did somc kiné soul initiate you into the mystsricss of stf
or ff when you rzachsd high school? “ihateha roadint?" you aak
$0 innocently onz day in study hall of ths “new boy¥, and to kaep
you from blacking hils =zyes aftzr school, hz diffidently handaed
you & very Be¢mish-covered maz. You might have thrown it around
somewhare in your room, havineg deeciacd to bvorrow it, ané only ro-
found it again onc rainy aftcrnoon, when the team couldn't prac-
tice, 4And before you kncw it, you wsrz far and cuay on Lars ....
(vwherc was liars, again?)...or Venus, or thumbinz to the last page
to sce if th? mad scientist rewlly did destroy the whole univers:.

And so the day came whcn you asked the “new boy", “Got sny
more mags 1iks this? Not bad for a rainy afternoon.® And he was
& true missionary, intuitive, ané sow th:z makings in you, and so
came ov:ir ond not-so-rciny aft:ornoon, end let you look at a stack
of his o0ld mags. Brother, you were lost from then on, or didn't
you rcalize it? For all so scon the “new boy* became your best
friend, and through him you lecarnad thet th: promags would print
your lotters of commznt znd you got into e Riaders' column, And
then ycu got psn fen pcls and you wers w@ll on your merry vay.
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wos thot ho:?

Or, did you yeorn all elonc for othsrs of your 11k,vhila you
2vidly devoured svery book and meg you could get, until soan: rinc
azy Fate in thz shapz of ¢ notice in somz scecond hand beok shop,
or = plug in ¢ prozin:c, or e tiny announcznent in th: loezl »naps
or what havs you .. 1:d you vo irendor down to the loezl fan club?
dhat a placa? waet e uandcorful conglomaration of, fannish faces?
Yhet o mess of bool:s, mags, picturecs, printing material, conver-
sations, smokc ... ana thorc YOU stoodl!l

Not for long, horaver. Someons discovered that you were naw,
wrapped you in the wara flow of exchanging namnes, esked ell sorts
of personal quastions in a rush and turnzd you ovzer %o som&hody
else, who did the same thing., Inside of ten minutss, you had met
from belween ten and twenty people ranging from masculine to ien-
inine to nsuter, aged from fifteen to sixty-fivay; and sheped from
thin, gengling, hollow-eyecd, starved-out students te ampla, moth-
erly grandmothers,  You were INM?

The first mezting probably sounded like so much g£itberish,
Fans argued about. things - that mad2 no sense whatsoevir, and you
bagan to wondcr if you had come to the right place. But along the
line somcwhere, someqn~ nentionsd heinlaint's new serial, and your
1ittlz ears began to vwiiggle happily apain. And then the speaker
oi the svening gave a tal” on clcetronies or somzthing. By th:zn
you were too busy or too dizzy to listen, and only tac mumbled or
vitisperad eross-talk of your right and l:ft-hand ncighbors pene-
trat:4.. Club polities. If only you knew who thoso poopls spoken
about were. The details vere deslicious. You couldn't help look-
ing around and trying to guess.

Your future rcsts hcecre., If you wers not frightancd away from
attending futurc mcctings at thc club by prceocious adolesccnts,
predatory fcmalcs, qusstioning tlscacres, suswvicious old momb:irs,
vild=eyea argum:znts, and the sceming lack of tall avout anything
to do with stf or #f, and/or any numbzr of the host of wcirditics
and odditizs that sgsm to crop up at on:'s first m.eting (so you
ara %plemnlx essurcd) it's all decided.

You conc back. You buy th: club mag. You get to say a fau
vrords about some 1ittl-c pet thing o1 poeve or have an ancecdotc an
an author or somcthing. The id=a is that thoy listen, and ofter
the mecting, you suddenly hend ovar som2 monzy o the treasursr,
and bcecons & member, S0 peinless. 8o painless, (or wcos it the
Tirst time?) to glve a talk at 3 mecting, or wurite a picce of un-
aying ond dcathless prosc for the elub mag. and you ars asi:d o
join othor groups. Onecz you bzgin to join, you're lost. Your
nanz gocss on the vziting list for FAPA; you send a buek to the
Convention commities:

({For 1950, 1i's the
NOR4CSCON
¥ O Dox 8517,
Portland 7, Orcgon))
you i1l a questionzoirre for the HFFF, and join that; and dzpend-
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ing on your age, gct wound up in YF, SAPS, an honorary membership
here, an assocliate membership thare, and soon your whole life is
full. So full thet your gals forsake you or join up in despera-
tion also; your Mother groans in despair at the weird collection
of creatures that invade your house, all unasked usually, at the
hours of ths night that the phone rings, and the hcours you ke=z)
visiting your ncw pals, Your o0ld friends scem dull and uninter-
esting end drift away, your corrzsnondencce pila bececomecs a littar
on an apple crate 1in the cornzr of your »oor, and you lay avake
nights thinking of articles to write, or how to enswor whosis's
attack in anoth:r fanzine,

Thers it is! TFrom a normel, well-integratsd indlvidual sith
a8 normal lif¢ consisting of ths avorags amount of fzmales, beer,
movi:s, wori or studi:zsg a hobby or two that YOU rode; you arc now
inveolvzd in a way of 1lifa, Your stamp collgction 1ics mouldering
in some drawver. Need the dough for some new book just out? (Oh,
sure, you collact, too). The swiell gun your Pop finally got you
after ghree ycars of begging, - is still, in pristine nswn:ss, on
the closet floor; that slicik chick in Pomona 18 half-forgotten.
Shs docsn't read fan stuff and that geng scares her, and hox can
Yyou go daneing on th: cvenings shen thaore are mectings?. You nou
have responsibiliti:s o thz club; and committces: have stuff to
vwrite, and maybe by now you ¢dit a fenzinc of your own!

If so, only you knaow thc wer!h involvcéd. Remamber the first
stcneils? Remember the stufr all laid out on thz table? The pa-
pcrs, peneils, ink-eradieator (you wdrz lat:r to l.arn that bser
was beiter for this), elips, old issucs of fanzin:s, oh, 2néd vhat
not. And the final glory of holding your own craaction in your
ink-snudg:d honds. What groater glory?

And 1life became more and mor¢ complcex and wonderful. You goi
Yo call a fcr suthors by their first namzs, went to sez the fon-
tasy shous with th: gang, 1lay on various z2nd assorted floors and
yokkod and yakked as only fans e=n oun thcir pet pesves and loves.
You rcercad the old mags, ‘tricd art vork, boesmc znthrallcd with
conventions and conferences, and consider:zd a2 will 1lcaving your
crud to the Foundation.

See what I mean?

Last Scptenmber, as 1 was winging my way bael: from Florids in
2 eushy DC6, 1 never Knew uvhet tas in store for mc. I wes £ sin-
pl2, iell-intcgrated soul, stemp collcetor, night-club habituce,
bascbell fer, ond a roedor of catholie tesies, 1lcaning siightly
towards Iantzsy.

vWhen I got home, my doar husbané whisperecd the magic lettors
of a Tfan eclub into my shell-like 22rs ...

LASYS
and IT HAXPENZD 10 1351
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TMHE

BOAT

DANCIE

Hean it hizh:r .. highsr .. highar;
Let th:ir light bz flaming brightzr

This, our newest boat, is ligut:zr
Thar. #e'vz zv:r mads bafors,

Thank Gr:at ..owgli, god o1 waters

. == duild thz fires high:r, Lauzhta2rs --

rrais2 our zod who gev:us Tishing,
¥raice him with our Joat bLencz;

Thaal: nim that this boat go-s svilgliing
Fastsr thsn bo-t wa2nt b:for:.

From %z jungl: by th: sse-shor:
== e gpenors T8 3on, -0 ics inore - —
Tnzr: we found this e:léendid t:ak-wo00d
r=-Onkard with' our Soat.ilbzncz
Nevir vas suc, straizht-grainsd sl:zx 004G,
Niver boat lik: tirif Y:ivors.

na&ill, O .wouglil! Grant thy blz2esing
== L:3p th* dencz~firt's hrignc progr:esing --
Fill our n:ts vith suianing cr:atur:s
Blss again our 80:% veneca.
Show to us chy kinély f:-atur:s
~hich w2've nzv:r s:en bzfors,
-1l w2 thanl: tize, taroush cur Jdecat u_neas,
Thank thie, =od whom .2 aderes.

Fronm “Songs of ia: Daun wen

rile the dry wood on cack saup-fire, —

.ihilz we danece our doat uvance. N

—————————
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UL HUCHOTERS, 2000

by TORCHY —

Her fingers trembled with moist anticipation, yct she passed
har ‘tongue over suddenly-dry lips, Could she ... would she meas~
ure up to this great resoonsibility?

Koreth knew there was no margin for errors -- this was not
1ikc tha old egarth days, when a writer oould type out & spiel,
edit it, have it bluec-penciled, corrsoted end set into print. No,
once sh: sat down, placaed hor fingzrtips on the groov:d kays (so
like the ancient tynewritezr of th: earth-pzopl:) thers could be
ngs mistekzs ... for the Tclesator transfercd har fingar impuls-
gs into a Visicast sgen on cvery teleserczen in the Universe.

Korcth knzw, too, that sh2 alons had becn choscn from among
the ncw mento-trainscs as e possible candidate for the position
of Uni-writer, the most importent advcortising opening in thz Uni-
v2rsa.

Thae time-mindcr above hir flashed signifieantly, indicating
that time was growing short, Koreth sent a prober into her thsl-
amo-cortieal r.ezsscs te find hor point and in rcsponse to the
quest, color prceipitatad words into conscious actiion .....

Conpletely self-posscessad, Korsth slowly took the scat, and
placad hzr delicate pink end mold fing:rs on the sensitised key-
bonrd, thon drew a deop breath and, iithout hoste, began.

In thz pale, goldcn-grean light of the Room, the threo sat.
The Sducator rcached ov:r gnd pull:d the sdantascope into more ad-
vantageous view. Amoei st once, the pleturs of Korzth in the
scnding roon faded, as the massage she vias delivering becamz vis-
uzl. The Controller and the Zducator gxchang:d proud gloancess, and
turncd to sec thz effact of th:zir latest traincc's progress. Gli-
ane, the tiny, dslightful Mzdiator and Ruler, nodded, turn:d her
shimmcring, nobulous green sys-light to ths tilesersen and gloscd

¥XXXXBULLETIN****7REGARDING TH= FIR3T ANKUAL INT.RPLAWZTARY SPaCE
TRAVELZRS CONVENTION *¥*¥¥ Thg asteroid Committec of Plccsure an-
-nounced today therc will be ample space to znjoy the musie of
Stcve Poloroid and his Plonetericns and planty of rcom to indulge
in the ncw, populcr sport, Suspension-bancing, plus many other
ploasurecbls cttractions™****Fricndst!! Do you know tha Space-Ship
Glide? Ccn you do the Timz-binder Struggls, the Saturn Shuffle,
the Jupifer Junp, or the joyful Interplenctary Polke? Can you
match the tricky rhythr of tho Cuter-Spacc Vobble, or the fantas-
tic sonsations of tho Undcrsca Svay? Can you rollow thoe smooth
grace of the SPACE-shaking, new Susponsion-Dancing? In honor of
the coming Convention, the Terrestrial-Steppers Studio, known tn
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univire. ov r as sh: mos% rodarn, coupnlets, advanczsd saitool oi the
Syao*—uan,., i off:ring a special coursa, for a linit:d ting,
whieh will inclucc eouplste instructicns in the dances mentioncd
avovsi, an¢ at no'additional cost, eligibility in tine famous Intzr-
planstary Hostzss Lzagucs, oDon! t run th: risk of b2 inu 1=t sit-
ting in front of your tﬁl=screcn to watcb othars enjoying all she
pleasur s ox the First Intsrvlanstary Spaz:z Trav:ilers' Conveniion
Take sdvantages of this oiff: ry n:vi clagszs foruing all this wezk.
Com: in WO./iit

R T T R e e o T e n T T R ey Aol TR TRl Rl A O AR il LER L G R ik

AND TO Falud DOU3LY SUR:
THAT YOU LGiT LGS OUT
Ol ALL . JOYS 00 Tl

EIGiTl  WORL.L oCICHCL FICLION

CONVInIICH.

‘ Send your Oi. DOLLaR {.1.0C)

(fzrran moncy, th&u

is)

FOR YCUR la-l:DoResily  1if fhad
HOdESCO CGLdtTld
RKRIGEY 170, == T0DaY?

Tha addr:zss? Oh, iti's

Ry T +{ TR
E 0oy .851%
PORTLALIID 7 ORLGG
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BOOK REZVIZW

LAYA 77 FPLORER: JOIN LLOYD STHRUHEN3 AND THZ LOST CITIES. OF CENTRAL
AMEATC., =ND YUCAT'AN -- by Victor iWolfgang von Hagen (lNorman: Un-
iversity of Oklsohoma Press: 1948. 524 pages. $5.00)

-+ If you ers interasted in archacology -- and what stfan is-
n't? -- hare is a book that vill cducate as it entirtzins, a book
which will bring laughter to the lips, end a gleam of vwonder and
admiration to your eye., Even if your knowledge of and intarest in
archaeology! is slight you'll prob’ly find senething in this book
vhieh will amaze and deiight vou., For instance, your rAviewer is
cartainly not an archacologisi (the only Rosetta Stone I've ever
seen vas & rhinestone in thz navel ol a burlesgugen named Rosetta)
though 12 had a slignt intersst in the subject at one time. This
Yook ra-analiensd that interczst and gave it new life. To "fear-a-
phrase™, souctimcs tha Past is not enough vwith us.

For this is thz story of "the father of american archacolo-
&y", John Lloyd Stephens (1805-1852), a man who in His ovn writ-
ings* eccomplishad ™an impossible synthasis: archaeology and sax'.
St:phens hed the c¢ye of a Cascnova, and though alvays v:ry nuch
intorestcd in o0ld ruins there wors times vhen le was just as ntuch
jntsrested in making old ruins out of the loeal girls vho -- ac-
cording to all acccunts (especi=lly Stophenst') ~- werc not unwil-
ling. . . :

If John Llovd Staphens is whe Star of this bhook then Froder-
iek Cathsrvood must b2 the Fzature Player.: Cathirsicod!s srigrav-
ings of th: various layan ruins ar: almost photographie in detoil
znd you'll loek far to find a s2t of lithographs as becutirul, 21l
in onz volunge! The pix alonz er:z worth the pries of th: book cnd
I hove no intontion oY “selling tac' writer short®,

From this one book by vonHagen which I read I would say thav
he is a master %iograoher and historian, His very detailed ac-
counts ars never boring and whan he m2niions but oriefly somae of
Stephens! famous contemporaries (Poe, Jhitman, Jackson, Prescotti,
Barnum, ete.,) the reader gects some insight into their characters
s0 they are something more than just Fanous Nemes in a history
book, His descriptions of the tim-s, the politics, the clothing
styles, etc,, aro more than mere backgrounds for the activities of
Stcohens and Comnanions. They give the booX something which too
many history books lack, Real, honest-as-Bo gavironment.

I won't be a Ystory-spoiler’, but for those who like a brief
racap of the actual evernts in the story, the followinz should do:
Stephens startzd out in life as a lawysr, but. like many young men
of his day, the travel~bug bii-him and he didn't try very hard to
ficht off its gffzets. Aftzr touring the west, he was admitted to
tao bar ané got into politics for awhile. Then off to Zurope and

¥ Arabia Potrac, inpidcnts of Travel in Greeco, ITnafdon®s of Tra-
vel in Central Amcrica, Ineidents of Travel in Yucat'an (books by

T. 1. stephzns).
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eventually to Stony Arabia and the ruins of Petrae, where his in-
tarest in archasology was intensified., So, after meeting Cather-
wood in London and bsing appointed Presidential agent to Central
Anerica he takos advantage of his situation and goes exploring.
Incidentally, some of his experiences in the Far fast were romin-
iscent of Richard Halliburton -- or maybe it would be vice varsa),
After rediscovering Cop'en and exploring it (while Catherwood was
making some of those wonderful engravings) he travels on and fin-
ally gots back to NYC. Boefore his too-short 1life is lived ha re-
turns to Yucat'an, makes morc cxplorations and discoveries and
finally projeccts and becomes president of the Panama Railway. 4s
has been mentioncd, the fairer sox has a great influence on his
life and, ironieally cenough, it was a fcmale of ths specius wvhich
brought about his fevzrish demisse, the speeics in this case bzing
the Anopheles mosquito. He was burizd in an unmarked grave in New
York Cityt's Marble Cometery.

As Poo once said, Stephcns was not a profound man, but -- as
von Hagon points out -~ he was a elcver men who's interzsts wore
ganuina intcrasts and not affecetions, and for a man of tho ninc-~
teenth coantury, singularly uwninhibited, Your rcvicwer believos
that vonHogen hoas accomplishcd tic "impossibvles synthesiss in this
biography. In this instanco, I uso tho terms “scx and Archacolo-
gy" symbollieally. Thetv is, sex representing thc rsal, human pco-
ple in thz book, and Yaechacology" rcpresenting the events in the
book, cvents ~- yvhich 1liky aneiz2nt ruins -- rcveal to the modern
oy¢ tho fascineting Past and by comparing the Past with the Pros-
ent, give insight into tho Future.

-- Len J. loffcatt
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({Princeton's Rcview, Cont'd from Page 14))...ficld of sociology,
paychology, scmantics. They arc, comparatively spceking, nciwv 1o
the publioc, and to many stf writcrs, Therefore, they doeminate
present writing.

As soon as some other branch of scicnee comes into the fore-
ground uith furthcr discoveries, (bacterioloszy, biochemistry, bi-
ology and physiology scem to be the best bats), or if therc is a
recnesecence of newsworthy events in the older seiagnecs, tnesn sci-
ance fiction will ghift to those fields.

Dtyou likz the deep-spacc story? Then wateh tha n¢ws releas-
es from Palomar. Look for reports from Whito Sands. And hope fur
the announcemcnt of a unified fiecld theory. (That last mention-
cd itom alonc will do. it up browmn.} ¥hen that hanpens, Doc Smith
and John W, Campboll, Jr,, will stert up apgzin. Theytll have to,
for hoiw in hzaven's name will thcy ba able to rastroin themsslves
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§ SGIENCE FAN MEETS THE SCIFIMA

By Hank Eichner . -

Due to the fact thet, for thirty ysars, 1 have been a col-
lector of the literature designated Science Fiction, I felt that
I could, justifiably, call myself a "fan'. Since I bepan at the
tender ege of ten, simple, and rathsr merciless addition places
m2 at the present age of forty, perish the thougnt! In any gavent,
1 spent meny quizt and psaceful yecars in the purechesing and dis-
carding of the reams of such literature that the last three deo-
ades have spawned forth. Too well do 1 rem3mber my cager antiei-
pation of each new issuz of the old AMaZING STORIES, under the
seal of Hugo Gernsbach, How I used to admire the Faul illustra-
tions. How many hours I've spsnt in ths back rooms and basementis
of uszd-book stores, searching for titles I didn't know, by auth-
ors 1 didn't know,. How many times I came home dirty and dishev-
eled, but proudly clutching another book to add to my meagre col-
lection. The verbal spankings I received at home, on those occa-
sions, wers well worth the suffering =-- vwhen balanced against my
nevly acquired treasure, T don't ever reocall buying & naw book
of the species., That wouldn't have been any fun, and besides, who
had money for a new book? iiaybe YOU, but ocartainly not mel

Strangely enough, in all those years I never met up with any
ona else who collected the stuff. vwhen 1 remember the looks of
scorn that I used to get upon mentioning that I read Science Fic
tion, the Nthat's he doing out of the booby hatch?” looks thrusi
at me, I begin to believe that it took a certein sort of mad cour-
age to not only edmit that I DID read such *tripe®, but to contin-
ue collecting it. Perchance, too, it was those bemuged and pat-
roniziag glances which made me continue to pursue my courseinsol-
itary fashion.

The atom bomb and the end of HWorld #ar IT alleviated, 1in a
marked degree, the scorn cast upon the davotces of 3cience Fiec-
tion. It had to, sinecs fioction was no longer fiotion, but FACT!
Howaver, I continued along my solitary way, quietly and peaceful -
1y. I exhibited ths proper raspect for the '"King's English* whan
I used it,

Recent svents have changed all that! TFive-six months ago, I
wrota my first fan lettsr to a popular Scicnce Fietion magazine,
I am, at presant, still undsr too much shock to state whethor it
vies a fortunate, or unfortunate, gzstura. In any event, shortly
aftar publication of the letter, I began to be doluged by lottors
from fens all over the country, some praising, some denouncing,
stztements I had made in my published letter, I found that in my
ovn town was a club composed of fans like myself, and swias invited
to attend a meeting thereof, I did so shortly after. SGIE ONE
SHQULD HAVZ WARNED ME&! I'm certain the quist of my ways has been
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forever demolished. Senity has fled from i%s sanctuary in ny
brain. First and foremost, I met a group of cheracters, a goodly
shars of whom arée Gelightfully mad in a pixellaied fashion, Cer-
tainly, someone should write a story about the weird characters
that roain through the Science Fiction fen clubs, ihile the char-
acters thenselves may not BE Scicnce Fiction, some of them are
certainly Fantasy! If this be madness, then let me be mad too! I
ai efzared that I, too, may soon quelify &s a chartier menbir. No
cause is ever taken up without thoe utmost of passionate and av-
id adherencs. 3Iveryons gats involved in rabid wverbal- jousts that
amaze me by the encrzy dissipated, 1 quickly leerned ons dozsn't
use “King's English® vhen a slang expression or abbreviation will
do. You don't say "Seience Fiction”, you say "stf¥, Thus "sif-
mag®, You don't mention magazines (pardon, mags") by their pub-
1ishcd name, you speak of FR., FN, TuS, 58, aSF (though why the
gt i3 lover case, I don't yot knowr) and AFR, MNags! are Fanzines
Prozinzs, Letterzines, atc,, Various cliubs and groups are spoken
of as LASFS, ESFA, SFI, SFL, NZFF (spell:od NFFFT, FaP4, SAPS' and
s0 on ad nauscum, The' viords TORCON, CHICQWN, CAPICON, WESTZRCON,
FORTESCON 2nd CINVENTION arc bandizd about my head.

I have listcnzd to lzarned herangues on non=-Aristotslicnism,
on Szmontics, on Cybarncities, on the Lorld of ITull-A, and similar
seyuddling sudbjecets. vhere, oh whers, hes ny world of pcace and
auict gone? Oh for thosae happy days when 2ll 1 hed to do was sim-
ply read 2 book and enjoy it. I am entrapned twixt Seylla cond
Charybdis, znd turn and twist as I may, I find no zscapc. Ly hoad
may be bloody, but it is as yect unboved. Gellantly I am trying to
picroc the vell into this ncw vworld of the Seificmob.

Do you know what & Bzlf 1is? I'n baginmiing to haye a faint
inkling, Do you know rhat “egovoo® is? I found out the hard way
-= no comment, Someday, if I study my lessons kard enough, I may
laarn what "Stefnal® means. That has thrown me since I first saw
end heard it. I continue %o lezbor under the find delusion that
in the distant future, my studlous application, I may arrive at
the point where I can hurl forth the wmord "Stefnal', and ouncrs
of its egsoteric significance, with complete impunity, and know
what the hell I'm talking about,

Now I must retire to my Ivory Toier to brood upon it, and to
gird my loins for the nerve-shattering attack that the coaing
mesting will bring.

Begides -- my kaeper says 1've baegn out lorg enough for to-
day!
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By the LASFS Secletary,
Arthur Jean Cex

September 22nd; 638th Consecupive Meoting:

The club's one and only Forrest J Ackerman retruned from Eastern parts
just in time to announce the treasury held $10.00. Mr Ackerman, author of the
forth=coming bnok, "Beyond Civilization to Cincionati", announced to startled
multitudes that he was resigning his life-time position as Treasurer of LASFS,
He explained that during his few meeks stay in the hinterlands he had been ov-
erwhelmed with a feeling of relisf -- yes, a feeling of relief at no longer
having to guard that most saered possession of the Club, the Treasurer's box;
no longer being responsible for this organization's vast financial resources,
and always being faced with the tempting knowledge that all he needed to get
that new Cadillac he wanted was courage, daring, resourcefulness and lack of
integrity. Since he wae departing we decided to appoint someons who didn't
have these qualities — that is, the quelity of lack of integrity —— so Fred -
die Hershey was given the post. Konny Bonnell made a motion that Forrest be
made Super-Honorary Treasurer. Russ Hodgkins objected that there was no pro-
vision mado in the constitution for such an appeintment, but that just shows
the slovenly way in which these acts are drawn up. Incidentally, 4E received
the position by unanimous acclaim.

Forrest'!s Tale of Tao Cities -- Cincinnati and New York -- was the majer
attraction of the evening. He gave many impressions of his trip .. He reveal-
ed to us 1ittle tidbits of his nemly-acquired esoteric lmovwledge of the East;
such as the fact that two new sclence~fiction anthologies will be iasued in
the not-too~distant future, and that's not counting Frederick Fell's annual
volume. The two mentioned ars 1) an anthology to be edited by Groff Conklin
and published by Perma-Books, a company which puts out 35¢ and 98¢ cellulold-
covered volumes, and 2) a nem pocket-book anthology of science-fiction, this
one to be edited by Judith Merrill, Lastly but not leastly, he gave a review
of Max Erlich's The Big Eva, in which a planet, about to collide with earth,
gives the appearance of a huge eye staring out of ths sky becouse of a single,
great round crater on its surface. Eph Konigsberg suggested as a slogan for
the story, "Big Planet is watching you".

Scptember 29th: 639th Consecutive Wectine:

Forrest amused us with a story of how he had just come once again into

the possession of a book, "The Gold Tooth" by John Taine, which he had lost in
1930. The book, which apparently had gone through many hands since, still has
his sticker inside it saying, "Forrest J Ackerman -- Scientifictionist", Won-
der what the chances are of borroving it -- always wanted to reed TGT ...... A
talk by Freddie Hershey on goms; at least I think it was on jewelry, but she
kept talking about vegetables —— carrotta being polished -- and hon this stuff
cost plenty of lettucel Freddie illustrated her talk with an actual exhibition
of her own collection of stones. ®This marxite from South Africa; this is

red marxite from Russia and this last is 2 plaece of marble from Vermont,” It
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was noticed later that a few of thess precious stones were missing. No one
knows where they went but there are those who think that "Diamond Lil Leipiar
inherited her fortuns awfully sudden. Stan lullen, populiarly knonn as the
Round Man, is working on the cuse.

Qctober b6th; 640th Conspcndive lingtinai

Forrest, who arrived late, gave a short report on th2 new policy of AMAZ-
ING STORIES and FANTASTIC ADVENTURES; It seems Howard Srouna, the new aditor,
intends to eliminate all comic~book stuff and primarily @uants fiction that has
good human-interest.

The book raffled this weck wea Ley and Boneatell's magnificent "Conquest
of Space" and was won by Charlotte Armstrong, wife of Lyle Armstrong, one of
the editors of Cosmos Pub. Co. Mr. Armstrong was here supposedly looking for
new tnlent. Cosmos is the publisher of two Jerry Walker seience-fiction novels
and is interaosted in more fiction of the sama type.

Qctober 13th; £41st Consacutdve Meatine:

Talk this week was by Dr. Edward F. Rothkirch who spoke on "The Slecp lia-
chine", Dr. Rothkirch, a former practicing psychologist from the East end now
—= I believe =~ vice president of a West Coast research firm, told of his work
%ith using racord play-back devices for learning vhile asleep, and the studies
boing made by universitics and firms on this ncm technique. He described meny
difficulties and also thz advantages of learning thus. Several CLL students
acemed immensely interested; mid-term exams were almost upon them.

Octob:z 20th; 642pd Consccutivo Hasting:

Daugherty read an article on the history of Hallewecn. Ackerman ennounced
tha new mag "Man To Man" (he thought it "Fan To Fan" which was vhy he bourht
it) carricd a story, "Internationnl Incident", somcwhat stf being laid in 1960.

1 The main talk was by Membor Rick Strauss on "Magic". He said he vanted to re-
view tha subject as scientifically as possible. He reminded is that sclentists
say 99% of our mind is sub-consecious. le spoke of thought-forms ond their re-
lation to auras. Fe had many books wlth him, which werz passcd about, that
members and guests might look at certain illustretions of which he spoke. Ha
also used recordings of various ritualistic music tb erhance his talk.

Tho speeck was very interesting. He used many rough sketch dreowings, mrde
on a lerge hanging pad, to illustrato many of his polnts,

October 27th; £43rd Copsgcuiize Mecting:
Fifteoenth Amniversary Maeting; Halloween Costume Party.

Alan Hershey revoaled why he appears only at night: he came as a vanpire.
Froddie Hershey came as Margot of Urbs; Len J Lioffett as SE venVogt'!s Gilbert
Cosseyn; Hel Curtis as Fu Manchu, Dave Fox and Eph Konigsberg came as the In-
visible Mnn; EEEvans, looking very much like himself, a8 an Experimental Model
Android; Coeilia Yokutis came ns onc of the Invisible Mourning Ones from New
Crete (M™iateh the Northwind Rise"). No one saw hor. Rose-mary Cook as Carmen;
Louise Leipiar and Dorothy Feulkner as three-eyed vomen; Fr. and Mrs. Henry
Eichner in blackfece. Viendy hckermen was the "Dele-gnte from Sirius", Forrest
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RICK ShBARY (South Gate in '58) misspells:

Dear SHAGGY:
Well, just finished #15, and will dash off a note of comment on same.

I went to tank friend Len for so kineally putting my name in s» many pla-
ces. I asure you his prices are the lowest to be found anywere. Of courss -the
fact that I snaged the notea of Bradbury and vanVogt to add to the report may
have been partly responceable for the reduced rate. The remer that I taisted
vanVogt arm tell he droped them is quite unkine. I mearly asked him to sign
his autograph, and left while he was thus ingaged. '

Fe'ler (Moffatt nand I) sare sorry to seec we chaeted Joquel III out of one
point. Hoffat, who has jJust cut Hank Spelman to 113, for his rebellion in F A
P A, was nodoubt carryed away with his new found Dictatoralial powers.

Mr, (?) Princoton starts out very wsell with his second article... That is
es a follower of the Laney, Burbee, schocol of jernalism. The idea being to
find falt with everything, and leave no un-understocd stone unturnad in the
surch to find somothing wrong. I don't see anything wrong with a third or a
fouth round of reprints of H.P.L., or Mertermer Slunk. Since when does Augie
coma down and beat you into buying his stinking books. -- Sure we want better
books with better stories. But since when has tha likes of any one bothered a
publisher? You, Bradbury, or the Atlantic Monthly could blat about the cheecp
books being put out, and as long as thos cheep, stinking, and crummy old books
keap bringing $3 a pence, Derleth and Fell, and all the rest will gn on. The
only aenswer I sea ig for ifr. Princeton to go into the book publishing business
abd drive those amatureish profesionals out of the feild.

Loving yours,

RICK SNEARY.
w W R R W W RO R R R RO R W W R AW N R W R R N ow W W W O

Then there's a character named STAN WOOLSTON, who indites thusly:

Number 15 Shangri-LA was a quite sprightly publication, suh, Gilve len a
tap on the back, His commentary as editor was remarkable 1n somo respects;
some of the repetitions made me think of the axlom of the advertising man, to
beat the message intn the reader, Yot the fact was the FANNUAL ad vias in sol-
itary grandeur. This potent publication is top-rate, neat, and deserving of
wider advertisement. At a buck & toss it's the way to get a lot of info that's
unavailable elsewhcra.

I like revicws: reviews about "Spasce Cadet! aro excellent in one respect:



they are usually favorable. But I've read seversl and there should be moro re-
sent ones worth a nod of approvel, What about the WEXT story by Heinlein sbout
the apace boys? It should bs out soon, shouldn't it? I'll probably rezad it
with about as much zeml as SC 1tself.

Tho Enrle Princoton artigle 1s good. Interesting, though not controvers-
121, I agrce that more publicity to the golngs-on of such sharkers {or perhaps
a bottor mame would be "non-business men") who don't have a standard policy of
common-9cnse busineas fairnesd. ;All printers oxcept the most backward hove a
standard and pattorn that they try to eomply with in spelling, grammar end all
other auch mechanical deteils. FEven the kind of type used for the title pnge,
tho number of blank pages, the makeup of the contents page and all others, have
been fixed by custom over senturies of use. These customs lead to a mechani-
cally neat book if complied with; but human relations ars as important in its
sale as its physical "correotness”,

There is o unitsd fantesy book group whn have semi-united their policies
for tha purpose of selling their wares in a cnoperetive wmay. I would bo in fa-
vor of a larger group, made up of all stf and fantosy houses, who unite im a-
greeing to certein requirements of worth; to make a honk readable in contents
if 1t means rewriting or cutting; to keep from felse impressions of origineli-
ty; from avoiding reprints to the saturation point {whatevar that is) and be-
yond. ;

I'd profor Princoton!s article be called a hell-raising story rather than
the L. Mejor Reynolds opus: Fidtion ean be gnnd and still rate lower than ar=~
ticlas or other items to me, because I like brief items ns a rule — especial-
iy in fiction. It quite often takes longer to conmpetently, write fietinn, and
fenzine space 1s limited. Over 6 and a half pagos werc used ... Yot if it had
been stf I'd probably have cheered.

Dorothea Paulkner!s poetry tickles me, oapecially tha Lullaby one. leybe
because it tells a story, 2nd briefly. 'I advocate thet fiction be kept to one
page, for best rasults to fan aditora. (And for prozinos, I prefer that the
atory be on tho longish side.) ;

Rick's poll write-up evoked smiles, But it, and the Westercon II, both
asem libarnlly sprinkled with Moffattisms.

I've been thinking of the 'zine, and now sommthing has como'to mo - the
dearth of pies. Thera is one worth looking at; and it 1s about post eard size.
The othor is a doodle, presumably 1llustreting the poem ebout the other-world-
ly girl with the pale (I suppose) green hair.

Later I'11 i1l out my request for Assnciats Memboership, and sce about a
ecopy of the FANNUAL., 4&doannn —
STAN WOOLSTON

R L I R L R T S T T i L L A T S T N 1Y
Next, from New Castle, Fa., Jalid3 DUFFEN writes:

I was both plcased end perhaps a 1ittle surprised when I sam my lotter in
the Shengri-Li letter scction, I thought you mipht b: publishing the eomments
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you roceived, but wasn't sure, I knew -—— from lfr. Ackerman ~~ that you wantod
comments, but didn't know that the magazine was having a letter section which,
by the way, I like wvery much and think should be continued.

The fiction this time was really entertaining., Just tho right length and
not overdone, oxecpt perhaps in aone spot. The only real criticism I can make
of this "hell-reiaing" story is that it did, perhaps, have one or two too many
characters, Thet 1s to say, a couple of the cherncters could have been welded
into ones, and served tho purpose of hoth just as well. However, 1t certainly
was above average for a story which purports to be done by an amateur. {This
I still am inclined to doubt, but one assumes that only amateur writers are
supposed ta write for amntour mogazines,)

The report on the confersnce and the business sbout the Fantasy Poll was
interesting; whet I could understand of it, I should say.

Both poems werc excellent with the Lullaby onc coming out mith top honors
(Needless te say I do ngt include the Anonymous thing in the poctry catagory.)

Who 1s this Weaver Wright who is both a book dealer and book reviewer? I
gucss I11]1 have to read Spago Cadet after all.

Woll, I sce Mr., Princoton is back in this issue too, and this time with 2
three-page article 3instead of a back-page filler. But he still seens to be
very unhappy about everything. TVhat he does not seem to understand is that
Fell's Science Fiction Library is obviously aimod at the juvenile market. I've
read two of these Fell STF books, and it is very obvious to me. And who over
heard of a juvenile boock that was well-bound, well=-edited {oxcept, of course,
to romove s-x, ete., but that comes under the hcading of Censorship), or, for
that matter, well-written? I think that these STF stories from the old pulps
make swell reading for the kids who werce too young to read (or perheps not yet
avon born) when the first stories appeared. And children never @orry about the
appearance or tho writing in a bock as long as both are on the colorful side.
&f courss, many adults can enjoy these stories,too, and yet not be tormed too
childish., They are — let us say —~- an c¢scape from mora adult escape litera-
turo.

And speaking of adult oscape litarature brings us to August Derleth's ex-
cellent publications, and ~— sadly enough -~ Mr, Princeton's opinion of them.
At lcast Mr. Princeton agrees that Arkham Books are well-bound and well-print-
cd. His cbjections to reprinting tales which have already besn reprinted are
111-founded, however. He mentions the possibility of Mr. Derleth having a gen-
lus for picking ggod storiea which deserve more than one or two printings, but
passca thet possibility off as a mere nothing, =and goes on to pralse the Fan-
tasy Reader. Now I agroe that the Reader ususlly hes a large quantity of pgoed
stories in oach issue, but I alac believe that August Derleth does have that
hoaven-sent genius for picking the reslly great stories of 211 time, and is
doing most of us a favor by reprinting and re-printing the best eof thasa. New
readers are coming into the field every day. The world is obviously bacoming
"STF and Fantasy conscious", And when the bocks with the goed stuff are out of
print {end they do bocome out of print pretty quickly, you must admit) the new
comer t0 the field gets a chance to obtain some of these really good stories
in a new reprint edition. True, many of the reprinted items —- some of those
in Pemous Frntnstic and Fentastic Movels, but not 21}, and some of those in
the Hall of Fame series in Startling -~ are not worthwhile, except for the new
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kiddies. But for the most part the reprinted storins in books are north the
time and trouble to keap on reprinting them for the becnofit of old readers who
may heve missed them the first time(s), and the nav readers who heve never had
the golden opportunity of reading them. Then, too, tnhore arc the Collectors
who 1ikc to have stories in several different editions. I kmou, for my broth-
er 18 a collactor of Mystery Novela, He has a slight interest in the weird
side of fantasy, too, and would probably join in saying with me, more power to
August Derleth.

Bafore I ¢lose I must compliment those who made the magazine so .enjoye-
ble. The only exccption, of course, is Mr, Princeton's artiele. - ilo, or at
least the stuff he writes, just docsn!t go down with me. : '

As usunl, I'm looking forward to the next isswe, but won't promiso I'11
write every time, as my writing seoms to pile up on me day by day. I'll try,
though, if you'ra still interested in having a letter soction...with me in it.

Respaetfully,
JAMES DUFFEN
H o ok o i B R R Wk W W oW Wk kW RO R W W e R MW w4 W
AUGUST DoRLETH writes an exception of Princetun's recent review:

T rond with interest Mr. Earle Princeton’s !"long standing gripe" in the
number 15 Shangris<ld. I can well understand that if Mr. Princeton owns all the
Arkhem House bocks,. he would feel that he was being impesed upon by the per-
centage of Arkham stories which appear in my anthclogies, but I think he has
not token all the factors into nccount.

For instanca, he forgots that early Arkham books werc published in edi-
tions of from 1000 to 1200 copies only. This, in SLIEP NO LORE, two stories
came from Arkham books which anly 1000 fans had a chance to buy <- those by
Snmith and Loveeraft. True, storius by Bloch, Jacobi, Howard, snd Heald subse-
quently appoared 1in Arkham collactions, but at a time when SLEEP NO MORE in
turn was out of print, the Heald coming in this month's SOMETHING ABOUT CATS.

In WHO KNOCKS? I used Lovecraft'!s THE SHUNNED HOUSE principally bocause
1t was unobtainable claawhere; it had not been used in the World Book of Love-
eraft's toles. I used SQUIRE TOBY'S WILL because it was one of the rare LeFanu
storics horetofore published in America only in our GREEN TEA &c. Stories by
Agguith and Bradbury and Coppard and Vhitehead were to come subscquently in
Arkhem collections as apart from anthologies, and thus they were not used from
Arkham books.

This 1s in some respects trus of the othor anthologies, also. THE SLEEP-
ING AND THE DEAD was intended originally to be an Arkhem sampler of stories
from Arkham booka, but was expanded and made more thon that. The use of the
Loveeraft novel in STRANGE PORTS OF CALL was again dictated by its scarcity,
and 80 ves the use of Smith's CITY OF THE SINGING FLLME in THE OTHER SIDE OF
THE [1008, though this title is also in print now in another enthology.

The coming anthology, BEYOND TIME AND SPACE (Pollogrini, 1950) will con~
tzin no story by Loveeraft, which may disappoint Mr. Princeton.
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It ought to be considered that my anthologlaes are not edited per se for
collectors, but for a wider audience, the intention being to bromden the book-
buying public for fantasy, be it weird or science~fiction. In that I belicve
I have succccded rather notably, and that very success, which has becn benefi-
cinl to authors and publishers alike in this field, 1is the best answer to ifr.
Princetonts gripe.

Best wishes. Sincerely,
AUGUST DERLETH
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JUST 4 MINUTE (Cont'd. from Pago 26)

— completo with false nose, false teeth and extra moustnche -~ as the "Delng-
8 from Humerus'.

Events this meoting wero LASFSociety-shnking. Ackerman, Hodgkins and
Daugherty, our oldest members and almost charter-members, werc prosented with
beautiful scrolls, the work of Henry Eichner, wha was also responsible for the
aplendid decorations and the "eats", Dave Fox won first prize for his Invis-
ible Man costume, and Freddie Hershey second for her "Mergot of Urbs" gat-up.
Daugherty, Eichner and Freddie Hershey gnve o hilarious 1ittle skit; then we
had some professional feats of ledgermain and prestidigitation by Dr. Harry
Segal, who did amazing feats of illusion. He was soo good 1t waa suggested
he probably aided his work with mass-hypnotism, the altering of 1ight waves or
similarization, This belief was never fully substontizted, but, at any rate
the ¢lub was complotely rystifiad, amused and dolighted,

November 3rd; 644th Consccutive Mootine:

Russ Hodgkins told that the Henry Kuttners plan to ettend & university for
one to three years, and therefore thoir storiss wouldn't appenr so often, ol-
though their Padgeti-0'Donnell stories will soon appear in boek fora.,  lcker=-
man told of visiting the new STF club formed at UCLA, which elready hes 78 fan
members and a gosl of 150.

Alan Hershoy road his paper, "THE ASTOUNDING DECT.INE", wshich is presented
in this iasue of SHAGGY, and then therc was a general discussion on the sub-
ject, specifically slanted towards that famous Novembor issue of ASTOUNDING. A
poll of club members disclosed Sturgeon's "vhat Dead kon Tell™ as the favorite
story, goetting twice ms many votgs ag all 1ts rivals. The two serials wmere not
included in the bellotting, but there was considerable enthusissm conecerning
Heinlein's "Gulf",

Froddie Hershey read the poem "4 Generation of Reminiscence" ({also pre-
sented in this issue), by Clare Winger Harris, one of our faverite people.

Scandal reared its ugly head. Director ilan Hershey felped Forrest NoJ
Period Ackerman raffle the book —- Nelson Bond's "Exiles of Time"™ — and gucas
who won 1t?  Impeachment proceedings against the Director will indubitably bae
1nstituted almost any week now.
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LOS ANGELES SCIENCE FANTASY SOCIETY
ASSOCTATE MEMBERSHIPS:

" In response to many requests from all over the country the
Los Angeles Selence Fantasy Society is opening 1ts rolls to
LSSOCIATE MRMBERSHIPS.

Although many desired this membership before, it was not un-
til our 15th Anniversary meeting that the matter was decided
favorably.

The membership affords many advantages., It brings you reg-
ularly the club organ SHANGRI-LA. It replaces the old subscrip-
tion plan by giving you the magazine znd a membership at a reduc-
ed rate. The club organ alone has here-to-fora cost %1.35 ner
year to those who purchased 1t.

How, as an added bonus for early applicants we are sending
in your first bundle Ti¥} LAST TQ ISSUES of SHANGRI-LA and will
also send the Decembar 1issue edited by EREvans as soon as-it 1is
off the press. 'Therefore you will be receiving $1.85 in club
publicatlons as your membership subseription does not officially
begin until January 1,1950.

With your first mailing you will also receive your LSSUCIATE
MEMBTRSHIP CARD. You will be notified also of all Specinl Moat-
ings of the group. -

There are two ways for you to join:

#1 Send in vour application and $1.00 (no stamps) and we
will immediately send you your bonus bundle and enter your name
on the wembership 1ist after aprroval by the membership committee.

#2 Send in your aprlication for membhership and immediately
upon an 0.X. by the executive committee we will send you the bonus
bundle and you can lock it over . If after looking over the 1ss-
ues you desire the membarship then Just send in your dollar with-
in 30 days after the mailing of your bundle and you membership
will be entered on the rolls.

This is your opportunity to enroll in one of the largest and
oldest Science Fiction e¢lubs 1in existance. Don't wait but write
us today at 1305 West Ingrasham, Los Angeles 14, California and
rceeive your bonus package by return mail,






